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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 

Commissioner of Patents 

The reply brief filed 16 February, 2000, has been entered and considered. The 
application has been forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for 
decision on the appeal. 

Correspondence related to this application may be submitted to Group 1600 by 
facsimile transmission. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice 
published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 {November 15, 1989) . Official 
communications should be directed toward one of the following Group 1600 fax numbers: 
(703) 308-4242 or (703) 305-3014. Informal communications may be submitted directly 
to the Examiner through the following fax number: (703) 308-4242. Applicants are 
encouraged to notify the Examiner prior to the submission of such documents to 
facilitate their expeditious processing and entry. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jeffrey S. Parkin, 
Ph.D., whose telephone number is (703) 308-2227. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM. A message may be left on the 
examiner's voice mail service. If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisors, James Housel or Laurie Scheiner, can be reached at (703) 
308-4027 or (703) 308-1122, respectively. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 1600 receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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